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Please join the German Marshall Fund of the United States (GMF) for a first-hand assessment of the role 

of philanthropic foundations in international development cooperation on Monday, July 14, 2008 at 12:00 

p.m. This roundtable discussion will feature Jan Martin Witte, Associate Director of the Global Public 

Policy Institute, and Managing Director of Global Public Policy Institute Consulting, and Geoffrey Lamb, 

Managing Director for Public Policy at the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. 

 

New philanthropy is not only global, but is also increasingly being seen as a significant player in 

international development. Some observers have even claimed that the scale of private donor 

engagement may even rival or overtake that of official development assistance. Other observers might 

argue that this private philanthropic engagement has always been there, but has been greatly overlooked. 

 



#ÌÚ×ÐÛÌɯÛÏÐÚɯÌÔÌÙÎÐÕÎɯËÐÈÓÖÎÜÌɯÈÙÖÜÕËɯÍÖÜÕËÈÛÐÖÕÚɀɯ×hilanthropic efforts, the role of foundations in 

development and the implications for the international aid architecture remain unclear. Jan Martin 

6ÐÛÛÌɀÚɯco-authored study ɬ in which he interviewed Geoffrey Lamb ɬ seeks to bring some clarity and 

structure to the discussion, as well as move the debate forward for policymakers in both foundations and 

donor agencies.  

 

Jan Martin Witte is a Co-Founder and Associate Director of the Global Public Policy Institute (GPPi, 

www.gppi.net) and also Country Representative of Living Goods Uganda (www.livinggoods.org). His 

areas of expertise include international organizations, non-state actors in global governance, international 

development policy and energy governance. Jan Martin holds a Ph.D. and M.A. in International Relations 

and International Economics from the Nitze School of Advanced International Studies of Johns Hopkins 

University. He also received a Diploma in Political Science from the University of Potsdam (Germany).  

 

Geoffrey Lamb is the Managing Director for Public Policy at the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 

office in Washington, D.C. He has held several senior development positions, most recently as vice 

president, Concessional Finance and Global Partnerships at the World Bank. In that capacity, he chaired a 

series of international negotiations through which governments provided the largest increase in more 

than two decades of World Bank funding for the world's poorest countries, and subsequently agreed on 

the financial framework to forgive the multilateral debt of 40 countries. 

 

The roundtable will take place at GMF, located at 1700 18th Street, NW. To RSVP, please contact GMF 

Program Associate Asha Davis at adavis@gmfus.org or (202) 683-2660.  
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