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SINO-GERMAN EXPERT WORKSHOP SERIES 

 

EU-China cooperation in nuclear non-proliferation and 

international climate change mitigation:  

Patterns of inter-bureaucratic networks 

 

Beijing, 11-13 September 2009 

Berlin, 29 November-1 December 2009 

 

With global challenges that can only be effectively addressed in a concerted multilateral manner 

on the increase, EU-China relations have gained renewed urgency in recent years. The established 

institutional mechanisms for political and bureaucratic cooperation between the two players are 

increasingly used as a platform for addressing global challenges.  

In this context, international climate change mitigation and nuclear non-proliferation are the two 

single most important issues on the bilateral agenda. Both fields feature dedicated EU-China 

cooperation mechanisms, bringing together experts from both sides. These mechanisms have 

significantly grown over the past decade – in parallel to the rising global policy concerns over the 

success of multilateral governance arrangements in these fields. With the growing need to 

cooperate globally on solving these policy challenges, institutionalized contacts between the EU 

and China are potentially powerful mechanisms for forging global consensus for addressing these 

challenges. Yet, the nature and effects of EU-China bureaucratic cooperation at the different levels 

as well as their scope and potential have remained largely unexplored. 

The Sino-German Expert Workshop Series contributes to closing this research gap by focusing on 

the internal dynamics and policy-outcomes of EU-China cooperation in these two fields. It brings 

together a select group of experts from the Global Public Policy Institute, the School of 

International Studies at Peking University, the China Foreign Affairs University, and the Shanghai 

Institutes for International Studies.  
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PROGRAM 

- Beijing 11-13 September 2009 - 
 

 

Friday, 11 September  

 

10:00-10:15 Welcome notes:  

Zhang Haibin, SIS Beijing 

Thorsten Benner GPPi, Berlin 

 

10:15-11:00  1st session: Introduction 

 

� Discussion points: EU-China cooperation system – actors and dynamics 

Stephan Mergenthaler, GPPi Berlin 

- highlighting the different formats, levels of interactions and basic 

framework of actors  

- contextualising the specific policy area cooperation in the broader 

framework of political dialogue 

 

11:30-12:30 Lunch 

 

12:30-16:00  2nd session: Climate change 

 

Moderator: Joel Sandhu, GPPi Berlin 

 

� Paper 1: The great green leap forward? The changing posture of the Chinese 

government vis-à-vis climate change  

Zhang Haibin, SIS Beijing 

- What are the drivers of change for China’s posture on climate change? 

- Who are the main actors of this change and what are their interests? 

 

� Paper 2: The EU’s climate change policy towards China: actors, interests and 

agendas 

Björn Conrad, GPPi Berlin 

 

� Paper 3: Chinese climate change actors and their interactions with the EU  

Yu Hongyuan, SIIS Shanghai 

- What are the interests of the different actors in cooperating with the EU? 

- Are there differences between the interests of the different actors? 
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� Discussion points: Assessment of existing cooperation   

Zhang Haibin, SIS Beijing 

- What are the points of contention and what are the points of overlap in 

terms of climate change agendas between Chinese and EU actors? 

 

� Open discussion --- small groups 

 

16:30-18:00 Public Discussion 

 

� Making the world safe for multipolarity: challenges and opportunities for China 

and the EU  

Thorsten Benner, Associate Director, Global Public Policy Institute (GPPi), Berlin 

 

� Discussant:  

Jia Qingguo, Associate Dean, School of International Studies, Peking University 

 

18:30-21:00 Workshop Dinner 

 

 

 

Saturday, 12 September 

 

11:00-16:30 3rd session: Nuclear non-proliferation 

 

Moderator: Björn Conrad, GPPi Berlin 

 

� Paper 1: Is the proliferation of nuclear weapons a security threat for China? 

Actors, approaches, and evolution of policies  

Han Hua, SIS Beijing 

- What are the drivers of change for China’s posture on non-proliferation? 

- Who are the main actors of this change and what are their interests? 

 

� Paper 2: The EU’s non-proliferation agenda and EU-China cooperation: Interests 

and mechanisms for cooperation from an EU perspective  

Joel Sandhu / Stephan Mergenthaler, GPPi Berlin 

 

Lunch 
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� Paper 3: Chinese non-proliferation actors and their interactions with the EU  

Gao Wanglai, CFAU Beijing 

- What are the interests of the different actors in cooperating with the EU? 

- Are there differences between the interests of the different actors? 

 

� Discussion points: Assessment of existing cooperation   

Han Hua, SIS Beijing 

- What are the points of contention and what are the points of overlap in 

terms of non-proliferation agendas between Chinese and EU actors? 

 

� Open discussion --- small groups 

 

 

 

Sunday, 13 September 

 

10:00-12:00 4th session: wrap up 

 

� Open questions, research agenda, planning for Berlin workshop, potential joint 

publications 
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PROGRAM  

- Berlin 29 November-1 December 2009 - 
 

 

Sunday, 29 November  

 

14:00-15:30 Reception and reflections of Beijing workshop 

� GPPi Office: open discussion on achievements and open questions from Bejing 

workshop 

16:00-18:00 Visit of Bundestag 

19:00-22:00 Conference Dinner 

 

 

Monday, 30 November 

 

## 1st Session ## 

NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION: EU AND CHINA AHEAD OF THE 2010 NPT REVCON 

 

9:30-11:00 Policy Briefing: the outlook for 2010 

� [tbd] Non-proliferation Department, Foreign Office 

- State of negotiations, critical issues (deal makers and breakers) 

- How can the EU and China facilitate the 2010 NPT negotiations? 

� Discussion 

 

11:00-13:00 Bureaucratic networks for multilateral negotiations? Bilateral cooperation 

and the NPT RevCon 

- What are the competing and overlapping interests of the different Chinese 

and EU actors? 

- How can the EU maximise its cooperation with China ahead of and during 

the 2010 NPT RevCon? 

 

� Chinese perspective  

Gao Wanglai, CFAU Beijing 

� EU perspective  

Joel Sandhu / Stephan Mergenthaler, GPPi Berlin 

� Discussant:  

Han Hua, SIS Beijing 

 

13:00-14:00 Lunch 
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## 2nd Session ## 

CLIMATE CHANGE: EU AND CHINA AHEAD OF COPENHAGEN 

 

14:30-16:00 Policy Briefing: the outlook for Copenhagen 

� Astrid Harnisch, German Federal Environment Ministry 

- State of negotiations, critical issues (deal makers and breakers) 

- The role of Germany, the EU and China 

� Discussion 

 

16:00-17:30 Bureaucratic networks for multilateral negotiations? Bilateral cooperation 

and Copenhagen 

- What are the competing and overlapping interests of the different Chinese 

and EU actors? 

- How can cooperation channels be most effectively used ahead of and 

during Copenhagen? 

 

� Chinese perspective  

Yu Hongyuan, SIIS Shanghai 

� EU perspective  

Björn Conrad, GPPi Berlin 

� Discussant:  

Zhang Haibin, SIS Beijing 

 

18:00-20:00 Public Discussion 

 

� China as a deal-maker for Copenhagen? 

Zhang Haibin, SIS Beijing 

� Discussant:  

[tbd]  

 

 

Tuesday, 1 December 

 

10:00-12:00 Towards a consolidated research agenda 

 

� Next steps for deepening the insights 

� Follow-up activities 
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BIOGRAPHIES 
 

Thorsten BENNER, MPA (Harvard University) is Associate Director of the Global Public Policy 

Institute (GPPi), Berlin. His areas of expertise include international organizations (focusing on the 

United Nations), global security governance, EU foreign policy and EU-US relations. Prior to co-

founding the GPPi in 2003, he worked with the German Council on Foreign Relations (DGAP), Berlin; 

the UN Development Program (UNDP), New York; McKinsey & Company, Berlin and the Global 

Public Policy Project, Washington D. C. His publications include Learning to Build Peace? United 

Nations Peacebuilding and Organizational Learning, and Critical Choices. The United Nations, Networks, 

and the Future of Global Governance. His commentary has appeared in DIE ZEIT, the International 

Herald Tribune, the L.A. Times, Handelsblatt, the Süddeutsche Zeitung, Financial Times 

Deutschland and the Neue Zürcher Zeitung, among others. He teaches in the Master of Public 

Policy and Executive Master of Public Management programs at the Hertie School of Governance 

in Berlin. He studied political science, history and sociology at the University of Siegen (Germany), 

the University of York (UK) and the University of California at Berkeley. From 2001-2003 he was a 

McCloy Scholar at the Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University where he received a 

Master in Public Administration (MPA). 

 

Björn CONRAD, M.A., MPP (Harvard University), is Research Associate at the Global Public 

Policy Institute, where he co-manages the “The EU, China and Global Governance” project. His 

research work is concentrated on the internal structures and processes of Chinese policy-making 

vis-à-vis the European Union, specifically in the area of energy and climate change policy. His work 

experience includes internships with the China Desk of the German Foreign Office and the UN 

Secretariat in New York as well as research and teaching fellowships at Harvard University and 

University of Trier. He was also a visiting associate for the Boston Consulting Group. He earned his 

M.A. in Chinese Studies and Political Science from University of Trier and Peking University. From 

2005-2007 he was a Fulbright Scholar at the Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, 

where he received a Master of Public Policy. 

 

Dr. GAO Wanglai is a Lecturer at the Institute of International Relations at China Foreign Affairs 

University (CFAU). Her research focuses on international negotiations, Chinese foreign policy, arms 

control and disarmament, as well as on the EU’s Common Foreign and Security Policy. Gao Wanglai 

has earned a PhD in international relations both from Peking University’s School of International 

Studies and the Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies at Waseda University Japan. During her 

studies, she was also selected as an exchange student in the Danish International Studies Program 

(DIS) sponsored by the Danish government. Her publications include Negotiating with China in 

Power Asymmetry; Sino-British Negotiations on the Handover of Hong Kong: Britain’s Betrayal of Hong 

Kong Re-examined; Conflict Prevention and Institutionalization of the Common Foreign and Security 

Policy of the European Union; Kosovo Crisis and Crisis Management of the European Union.  
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Prof. HAN Hua is Associate Professor and Director of the Centre for Arms Control and 

Disarmament Peking University’s School of International Studies (SIS). Her research focuses on 

international arms control and disarmament politics. She received her PhD at the Hong Kong 

University of Science and Technology. She has also studied at the Department of International 

Politics and the Institute of International Relations at Peking University. In addition to her studies in 

China, Hua Han has been a visiting researcher at the School of International Affairs, Georgia 

Institute of Technology, USA, the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), the 

Stimson Center and Monterey Center for Nonproliferation in Washington DC, as well as Victoria 

University, Canada. She was also a visiting researcher at the Silk Road Studies Program in the spring 

of 2005. Hua Han has published widely on the topic of arms control and non-proliferation both in 

academic journals and in the media, including Monitor (US), Nan Fang Weekends (China), Newsweek 

(China), Beijing Youth (China), Beijing Review (China). She has also been involved in various Track II 

dialogues and activities.  

 

Prof. JIA Qingguo is Professor and Associate Dean of the School of International Studies of Peking 

University. He received his Ph.D. from Cornell University in 1988 and has taught at a number of 

universities in the U.S., Austria and Australia. He was a research fellow at the Brookings Institution in 

1985-86 and again in 2001-02. Prof. Jia is also a member of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the 

National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference, a member of the 

Standing Committee of the Beijing Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative 

Conference, and a member of the Standing Committee of the Central Committee of the China 

Democratic League. He has published extensively on U.S.-China relations, relations between the 

Chinese mainland and Taiwan, Chinese foreign policy and Chinese politics, including 

Rapprochement: Sino-American Relations During the Early Phase of the Cold War and more than 

70 research papers in academic journals and books. Prof. Jia is a member of the Institute of 

International Strategic Studies and a member of the editorial board of many academic journals. 

Finally, he is Vice President of the China Association for Asia-Pacific Studies, and a board member of 

the China Association of American Studies and the National Taiwan Studies Association. 

 

Stephan MERGENTHALER, M.A., M.Sc. (Sciences Po/LSE), is Research Associate at the Global 

Public Policy Institute, where he co-manages the “The EU, China and Global Governance” project. 

His research interests focus on international security, international organizations, European foreign 

policy and EU-China relations. His experience includes work with the International Institute for 

Strategies Studies in London, the American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research in 

Washington D. C., the German and French Ministries for Foreign Affairs in Berlin and Paris, and the 

German Mission to the UN in New York. He holds an M.Sc. (Practice of International Affairs) from 

the London School of Economics and a Master in International Affairs from the Institut d’Etudes 

Politiques de Paris (Sciences Po). In 2003-2004 he was a visiting fellow at George Washington 

University’s Elliot School of International Affairs in Washington D. C.  
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Joel SANDHU, M.A. (Sussex) is a Research Associate with the Global Public Policy Institute, Berlin. 

His research interests focus on the EU-China relations, India's foreign and security policy, the WTO, 

global governance and the nuclear non-proliferation regime. Before joining GPPi in January 2008, 

he worked in London with Policy Network as a policy officer on their Globalisation and Social 

Justice research team where he researched the EU’s role in economic globalisation. He also wrote 

various on-line publications on trade issues between the EU and China; Social Inequalities and 

Dysfunctional Societies; and Global Economic Governance for Policy Network. His commentary 

has featured on the EU Observer entitled, "EU-India relations: from blind spot to strategic 

engagement" as well as the "Post-Prague: EU-India Summit" in the Lisbon India Monitor. He holds a 

B.A. in Political Science and International Relations from Texas Christian University, US, where he 

was on the Dean's list for academic excellence and a M.A. in International Relations and 

International Law from the University of Sussex, UK.  

 

Prof. YU Hongyuan is Associate Professor and Deputy Director of the Department of International 

Organizations and Laws at the Shanghai Institute for International Studies. He is also an honorary 

fellow of Centre for International Energy Strategy Studie at Renmin University of China, and an 

honorary fellow of the Centre for Asian Pacific Studies at Lingnan University in Hong Kong. He 

earned his Ph.D degree from Chinese University of Hong Kong, and Mphil degree from Renmin 

University of China. From 1998 to 2000, he worked with the administrative centre for China’s 

Agenda 21 at the Ministry of Science and Technology. Yu Hongyuan is the author of numerous 

publications, including most recently Environmental Change and the Asia Pacific; Knowledge and 

Climate Change Policy Coordination in China; The Logic of Collective Action in International 

Environmental Cooperation; Interest Based Explanation for Environmental Policy Coordination in China; 

Global Environment Facility (GEF) and China Environmental Diplomacy. 

 

Prof. ZHANG Haibin is Associate Professor and Director of the Centre for International 

Organizations at Peking University’s School of International Studies (SIS). He is also member of the 

Governing Council of the China Society for Environmental Resources Law, and adviser to the 

Ministry of Commerce on trade and environmental issues. His research focuses on global 

environmental politics and international organizations. After receiving his Ph.D. in 1998 from the 

School of International Studies, Peking University, Zhang Haibin was a visiting scholar at Cornell 

University (2004), Niigata University (2001), Hong Kong City University (1998). His publications 

include: International non-governmental organizations in global governance; Environmental issues in 

Sino-Japan Relations; Save the Earth: Changes Needed in International Relations; On China’s 

Environmental Diplomacy. 

 

 
 


