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SESSION 
 
Celebrating their 60th anniversary in 2007, United Nations peace operations have 
turned into a veritable growth industry. From East Timor to Afghanistan and Darfur, 
well more than 100.000 peacekeepers work toward a transition from conflict to peace 
and stability. Many observers warn about a dangerous overstretch of the UN peace 
apparatus. What are lessons learned for improving the effectiveness and legitimacy of 
UN peace operations? Do the US, Europe and China live up to their responsibilities? 
How does the UN compare to other players in the peace operations business (the US, 
NATO, the EU and NGOs)? 
 

CHAIR 
 
Dr. Markus Jachtenfuchs, Director of the MPP Programme and Professor of 
European and Global Governance at the Hertie School of Governance, Berlin 

 
 

SPEAKERS 
 

Thorsten Benner, Co-founder and Associate Director of the Global Public Policy 
Institute (GPPi), Berlin. He currently directs a two-year research project on “Learning 
to Build Peace: UN Peace Operations and Organizational Learning”  
 
Prof. Dr. Thomas Risse, Director of the Center for Transnational Relations, Foreign 
and Security Policy at the Otto Suhr Institute of Political Science at the Free 
University Berlin 
 
Prof. Ruth Wedgwood, Edward B. Burling Professor of International Law and 
Diplomacy and Director of the International Law and Organizations Program at the 
School of Advanced International Studies (Johns Hopkins) in Washington D.C. 
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